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nothing  to  add  to 
®  report  for  the  first  half  of  the 

year,  except  as  regards  the  following  places _ 

Stoffumber.-The  polluted  wells  are  ItTlf  anl 
must  be  dealt  with  shortly.  iiTilrl-Negotiations 

supply^  'mihfon^^  for  obtaining  a  morelbundant 
buppiy.  iriuiton.— This  has  been  the  subieet,  nf 

asp^ial  reportto  the  Local  Government  Board 
Council  have  ordered  a  survey  to  be 
possible  sources  of  a  better  supply 
Seweeage.-A  new  drain  has  been  verv  satis¬ 
factorily  completed  for  Kilve,  but  the  flushki 

danT  udZ^  thf®  being  deperf 

SJl  S  simply.  Sioff umber.  Monk- 

siluer,  and  Crowcomte.— The  sanitary  inspector 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  these  places  and 

efife(!ted?  I  do  not 
JrrreaSfre(i°fL“?f^®“'’®?  ^  different  characteJ 
decide  toZolislf  P^^es,  unless  the  Council 

Son  intZihl  cesspits  which  allow  percola- 
tion  into  tae  soil  and  to  prevent  any  untreatod 
sewage  gaming  access  to  LeamL  In  sparselv- 
popu lated  districts,  porous  cesspits,  ff  prZerlv 

if dangerous  when  tKv  are 
liable  to  pollute  the  drinking  water.  The  water 
of  the  streams  cannot  be  so  protected  as  tob^tSS 
defPctZf'ff  purposes.  Si.  DecanrarS.  -  The 

District  Council,  and  nothing  is  required  for  their 
condemnation  more  than  such  a  detailed  account 

next  year  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  work  is  m 

Z^s°Z  ^rfnff°an  Z  scheme  as  submitted 
outfaB  of  in  Williton  to  the 

to  deal  with  existing  sewer  and  there 

to  aeai  with  the  contents  in  a  tank  and  filter  ' 

allowing  the  effluent  to  be  used  for  landlSrigS 
before  gaming  ^eess  to  the  stream.  tL  wltchet 
drainage  was  to  be  brought  to  one  sea  Ztf a  11 

haf 

any  other  person;  in  no  case  has  there  been  a 
second  case  in  the  samec.  juaa  •  aofl  in  non« 
cases  which  I  have  investigated  has  the  source  of 
infection  been  traced.  The  compulsory  notifica¬ 
tion  of  this  disease  sometimes  draws  attentionTo 
unsanitary  conditions  of  houses,  but  does  not 

nfZ  ^1?  ^  useful  purpose.  On  the  ' 

other  hand,  whooping-cough  often  leads  to  ^veral  ' 

lucluded  in  the  list  of 
notifiable  diseases,  strict  measures  cannot  be 
adopted  to  prevent  its  extension.  Scarlet  Fever.—  . 
In  October,  a  case  was  reported  at  Lilstock  the 
source  being  traced  to  a  case  ir  the  Bridgwater 

th?rpZp  ^^^.refully  isolated,  and 

there  has  been,  to  m>  knowledge,  no  extension 
■•during  the  same  month,  a 
teacher  m  the  Stogursey  School  contracted  the 
disease,  and  it  was  then  found  that  eomo  of  the 
ocholars  were  attending  the  school  while  in  the 
pee  mg  stage.  The  school  was  at  once  closed,  and 
the  premises  disinfected.  Twenty -fow  cases 
Sfcogursey  district  up  to  the 

house^  at  Hotford^®f®^  ^^®  occurring  in  one 
Holford,  from  which  centre  I  believe 

Sr^taKn^Tthp  to  the  great 

care  taxen  ot  the  children.  I  have  visited  the 

the  patients,  but  in  few  cases  have 
•  ffP'  uble  to  detect  the  definite  source  of 
infection.  I  attribute  the  persistent  LtensS  fn 
Stogursey  to  the  probable  occurrence  of  a  number 

attendfnef^^TlT^^®^  revived  medical 

diminishing  in 

nofZfhi  ^b®  uuly  epidemic  of 

notinable  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 


iNpcTious  Diseases  Hospital.— jn' one.  Tne  1 
question  of  hospital  provision  for  infectious  cases 
will  become  more  urgent  if  the  new  Vaccination 
Act,  which  IS  much  more  expensive  to  the  public 
authority  and  much  more  burdensome  to  the 
public  VMcmators,  should  fail  to  yield  results  as 
good  as  have  been  obtained  under  the  old  regula- 
RhZ;  fW  last-completed  return  for  this  district 
shows  that  only  3  2  per  cent,  of  children  born  are 
lost  sight  of,  or  remain  un vaccinated  without 
postponement,  although  the  correspond- 
*^®  (including  the  metro¬ 

polis)  show  a  percentage  as  high  as  19-8  for  the 
corresponding  period.  ^  ° 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  by  burning 
sulphur,  a  method  which  seems  to  be  efficacious 
m  the  case  of  scarlet  fever,  but  too  destructive  for 

able  to  ascertain,  no  milk  is  sent  out  of  the 

milk  duVta”°the  jS 

^  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. — I  have 
ms^ected  some  of  these,  and  found  them  well 

Bte-laws.  —  None  in  force.  Urban  nowers 
Decuman's  and  Stogumber 
in  1895.  The  District  Council  have  given  notice 
te  consider  the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  DiseaLs 
Prevention  Act  and  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act.  They  have  now  Zder  con- 
consideration  the  question  of  framing  bye-laws 
During  the  six  months  I  have  held  this  Zmce 

in^mv  Ztrief  to  all  the  pariahos 

m  my  oistrict,  with  the  exception  of  Dodington 
Bmmpton  Ralph,  Clatworthy.  and  Elworthy.^  ’ 
appendS!^^^  inspector  of  nuisances  is 

is  the  annual  report  of  Mr.  W. 

nuisances  for  the  eastern 
district)  for  the  year  1898  .—  eabberu 

T  medical  officer  of  health, 

tfm  ®A  ^  division  during  the  year 

pl2e  have  taken 

iCt  ten  ^  expense, 

and  u’  P7®P®fiy  trapped,  flushed, 

outeJ^allsOaVra,Z^^  placed,  outside  or  against 
outer  wails ;  latrines,  new  drains,  with  iron  man- 

hole  inspection  chambers  ;  also  new  water  sunffifes 
£fd  be^n  ere^te^fS 

attention  ^  smaller  matters  have  had 

SSteZo’rtieZ/fL^  ^^1®  to  say  the 

ca?rSioutZfben?i?®®-^“^f®\®“®“ts  have  been 

Couicil  Tht^  ^7“^  tt  before  the 

^ouncii.  ibis,  I  think,  speaks  well  for  the 

owners  or  their  agents,  who;  seeing  the  nSessitv 

them  attended  to  with  as 
httle  delay  as  possible.  There  are  yet  varioSs 

hone  tf  beZ^7  ^  attended  to.  anTi 

j®  t®  ®®  ^s  ®nsy  a  way  as  with 
what  has  already  been  done.  Several  schools  and 

there  ^Ifas^^hL^®®^  fumigated  and  cleansed,  and 
tnere  has  been  no  overcrowding.  Slaughter- 

are  wJuTen^t^^Tf  t>akehouses,  and  bread-lhops 
are  weu  kept.  A  few  samples  of  water  have  bpi^ri 

(Dr®\lfJrd)“^^Some“oZtb‘'  ‘'^®  ""“^tvst 

CoLS  ^^LwT  '“y  the  District 

.  ®"^  drainage  scheme  is  being  carried 

Kilv^  satisfactory  way  for  the  village  of 

S«.  'Decuman’s  (Watchet  and  Wiiliton)  is  about 

in  ^the^  handl  drainage.  The  scheme  is 

T  ®?^ineei's  (Messrs.  Hawkes 
Andrew),  and  I  trust  before  long  to  see 
Sr®  tor  carrying  it  into 

IS  urgently  needed  and  should  not  pass 
tnrough  another  summer  before  being  commenced. 

is  now  sent  to  the  medical 
eZ®<L  i^®Zu  .KiBick)  monthly,  viz.,  the 
riday  before  the  meeting  of  the  Council  for  this, 
the  eastern,  division,  when  I  regularly  attend  ;  it 
IS  again  examined  and  initialled  by  the  presiding 
ffiairman,  and  any  matter  that  has  to  be  brought 
lefore  them  (the  District  Council)  is  discussed, 
and  instructions  are  entered. 
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